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8th Grade Summer Reading and Assignments 

 

Students are required to  read 3 novels total. Two must they MUST and one 

choice novel from the list below. Students will complete one assignment for 

each novel. 

 

Assignments: 

• For Anne Frank: The Diary Of A Young Girl by Frank, Anne *: students 

will complete a take home exam that will be handed in the first week of 

school. 

• For Ready Player One by Ernest Cline: students will complete a worksheet 

including 10 questions that require a one paragraph response. 

• For the Choice novel: Students will complete a book report. Rubric is 

attached in the following page. 

 

 MUST READ Anne Frank: The Diary Of A Young Girl by Frank, Anne *(1080L) 

 MUST READ Ready Player One by Ernest Cline (970)  

• Choices: 

• Refugee by Alan Gratz (800L) 

• The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer(660) 

• Izzy Willy-Nilly by Cynthia Voigt (790) 

• The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder (1010)  

• The Greatest: Muhammed Ali by Walter Dean Myers* (1030)  

• The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon (1090)  

• Under the Persimmon Tree by Suzanne Fisher Staples (1010)  



• Bridge to the Wild by Caitlin O'Connell* (1210) Female MC, Science, 

Wildlife, Nonfiction 

• How Two Lost Boys Rode the Internet out of Idaho* by Jon Geeks Katz 

(1070) 

• Outrun the Moon by Stacey Lee (780)  

• The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly(830) Proud [young 

Readers Edition] : Living My American Dream by Ibtihaj Muhammad * 

(960)  

• Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan (800) 
•  Undefeated: Jim Thorpe And The Carlisle Indian School Football Team  by Sheinkin, 

Steve* (980) 

• Christy by Catherine Marshall (930) 

 

8th Grade Assignment #1 

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl Take Home Test 

 
Short Answer: Answer each question to the best of ability in the space 

provided. 

 

1. Most of the first entries that Anne write in her diary have to do with her 

 

 ____________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Who of the people in hiding died in Auschwitz? 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Anne states that all the members were frightened of being discovered when 

Mr. Kugler and Mr. Kleiman informed them of what? 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 



 

 

4. What evidence reveals to the reader that Anne is truly hurt by the treatment 

she receives within the hiding place? 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Fill in the Blank: Write the word or phrase that best fits in the space below. 

 

 

1. ______________________ is the person who is the main source of food for 

The Franks and the Van Daans. 

 

2. The hiding place for the Frank family is nicknamed the 

_________________________ by Anne.  

 

3. Anne was born in _____________________________. 

 

 

4. The item shortage of ____________________________ leave Mr. Van 

Daan in a bad mood. 

 

 

5. Anne gives the nickname of ___________________ to her diary. 

 

Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer for each question. 

  

1.Anne and Dussel most often argued over _____. 

 

A. the fact that he loudly exercised every morning 

B. Dussel reading parts of her diary to the others 

C. use of the desk in their shared room 

D. Dussel's obnoxious snoring 

  

2. Anne and the others became happy and excited when the following news about 

the war was declared: 



 

A. Italy had surrendered 

B. American troops had taken Berlin 

C. Japan's emperor Hirohito had resigned 

D. Britain joined the Allied Forces 

 

 

 

 

3.Regarding Mr. Dussel's planned arrival to the secret annex, Anne thought it 

rather odd that _____. 

 

A. Mr. Dussel's Christian fiance Charlotta had not made the necessary plans to 

hide him. 

B. He had not tried, when he had an earlier opportunity, to escape to England to be 

with his son. 

C. Dussel insisted on delaying his entrance into the hiding place until his office 

dental records were in order. 

D. Mr. Dussel would want to hide with them since he didn't know any of them. 

  

4.According to Anne, the person who most often breaks the rules of the secret 

annex is Peter. 

True        False 

 

5.The following statement BEST describes Anne's general attitude regarding her 

relationship with her mother: 

 

A. Anne felt overjoyed that they were becoming closer each day. 

B. Anne felt somewhat cold and unloving towards her mother. 

C. Anne felt upset that her mother only expressed her love and attention for 

Margot. 

D. Anne considers her mother . good role model for her. 

  

6.What is the name of Peter’s cat that is in hiding with them?  

 

A. Kitty  

B. Miep  

C. Mouschi  

D. Tomcat 

 



 7.When rereading her early diary entries after two years in hiding, Anne added 

comments to the earlier entries which reveal her surprise at _____. 

 

A. her earlier childhood innocence and straight-forward way of writing about 

personal events 

B. the unfair ways that she both judged and treated Mr. Dussel 

C. her optimistic belief that the war would end before 1943 

D. how she thought Peter was going to be her boyfriend at first 

  

 8.On her first birthday while hiding in the secret annex, Anne received a _____ 

from her father. 

 

A. poem 

B. Bible 

C. new pair of shoes 

D. new fountain pens 

 

9.Mr. van Daan tells Anne's family that most of their former neighbors and friends 

believe the Franks had _____. 

 

A. successfully escaped to Switzerland 

B. been captured by the Nazis and taken to a labor camp 

C. paid off the secret police and were living in Amsterdam under new identities 

D. successfully escaped to England 

 

10.The Frank family moved to Amsterdam in 1939 because Mr. Frank was 

concerned about the treatment of Jews in Germany under Hitler's reign. 

True    False 

 

11.Anne states that she is surprised when the van Daans behave in the following 

way: 

A. publicly criticize the American and English governments 

B. repeatedly hit Peter for making mistakes with his school work 

C. argue loudly with one another in front of the other members of the annex 

D. regularly display inappropriately affection towards each other 

  

 

 

 



12. What “time-killing” activities does Anne use to make the days go by as quickly 

as possible?  

 

A. shorthand practice and studying Mythology  

B. bean art and exercising  

C. learning French and 3-string guitar 

D. studying Morse code and grooming Peter’s cat 

 

13. Anne is excited to leave the annex to get prescription glasses. 

True    False 

 

Long Answer: Answer must be MINIMUM 5 sentences long. 

In the June 12–July 5, 1942, entries of The Diary of a Young Girl, what effect does 

repeating the word Jews have in Anne's description of the restrictions against 

them? 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8th Grade Assignment #2 

        Ready Player One Discussion Questions 
 

Students must complete all ten discussion questions. All 

answers must be a MINIMUM of 5 sentences long in 

order to receive credit. Answers can be typed or 

handwritten. 

  

1. The OASIS becomes a part of daily life for users around 

the globe. What virtual realms (Google, Facebook, iCloud) do 

you depend on? What is at stake in the war against IOI, the 

internet service provider that wants to overturn Halliday’s 

affordable, open-source approach? Is it dangerous to mix 

profit and dependence on technology? Use a quote from the 

novel to support your answer and include page numbers. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 2. Explore the question of identity raised in the novel. What do the characters’ 

avatars tell us about their desires and their insecurities? In reality, does our 

physical appearance give false clues about who we really are? How does Parzival, 

transformed into a celebrity gunter, become Wade’s true self? Use a quote from 

the novel to support your answer and include page numbers. 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

 

3. With a narrator who vividly captures the human experience, Ready Player One 

delivers a world that is easy for us to imagine. In the novel, what was at the root of 

the grim downturn for Earth’s inhabitants? Could your community start looking 

like the stacks by the year 2044? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 4. In Chapter 10 Wade seems to give into his feelings. How does love affect 

Wade’s rational mind? Would you have given Art3mis the tip about playing on the 

left side to defeat the lich? Did you predict that she would turn out to be a friend or 

a foe? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 5. How does public school in the OASIS compare to your experience in school? 

Has author Ernest Cline created a solution to classroom overcrowding, student 

apathy, and school violence? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

 6. Wade’s OASIS pass phrase is revealed at the end of chapter nineteen: “No one 

in the world ever gets what they want and that is beautiful.” What does this 

philosophy mean to him at that point in his life? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

  

 



7. What are Wade’s feelings about the endorsement offers he receives? How does 

he respond to them? Use a quote from the novel to support your answer and 

include page numbers. 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

 8. In Chapter 29, What is THX 1138? And why is it particularly appropriate to 

bring it up here?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

 

 

9. In his quest for the three keys, Wade is required to inhabit many imaginary 

worlds, including movies, video games, and a simulation of Halliday’s childhood 

home. Which of these virtual realities appealed to you the most? What sort of 

virtual reality is provided by a novel?Use a quote from the novel to support your 

answer and include page numbers. 

 



__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________ 

10. Do you think Wade will ever push the Big Red Button, deleting the Oasis? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8th Grade Assignment #3 

Students will complete a full book report on their choice novel from the list 

above. Must be in Times New Roman Font, size 12 font, and double spaced.  

BOOK REPORT SHOULD LOOK EXACTLY LIKE THIS EXAMPLE 

 

Your Full Name 

Ms.Barruffe 

Your Grade and ILA 

The Date it is Due 

Title of Book (Italized)  

Authors Full Name 

Setting: Time period it takes place and where it takes place. Example: New Jersey, 

2020 

Main Characters: Who the book is narrated by, about, or who else is involved 

with the main character. Who is the protagonist and the antagonist? Example: Jerry 

Smith, Lacey Adams, and Cara Books 

Summary of Plot: What is the main idea of this story? There are five portions to a 

plot: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution. One sentence 

for each portion of the plot will be enough for the summary. Example: 

(Exposition) Jerry, Lacey and Cara all get put together for an English project. 

(Rising Action) Cara does not have her own computer at home which will make it 

hard to do her part of the project at home. Cara, Jerry and Lacey decide to work on 

the project at school so everyone is able to do their part. (Climax) The Students try 

to stay after school but realize they forgot to ask a teacher to supervise them in the 

computer room! (Falling Action) Luckily, The three students found a teacher who 

was staying after school to fix up her classroom, so they were able to work on their 

project. (Resolution) Jerry, Cara and Lacey were able to finish their project and 

hand it in the following week! 

 

 



 Five Star Rating: You place a photo of the number of stars you think the novel 

deserves and why! Example: This book gets a three-star rating because while I 

liked the characters, I was hoping the plot would have more action. (Minimum two 

sentences, maximum a paragraph). 

a. 1 Star: Terrible, Did not like at all, and would not recommend to your 

enemy. 

b. 2 Stars: Alright, was able to get through the book, and would not 

recommend to a friend 

c. 3 Stars: Okay, would like the book better if something was changed, 

and would tell a friend to look into reading the book 

d. 4 Stars: Great, Great book to read, found the book interesting, 

and would highly recommend to a friend 

e. 5 Stars: Awesome, Best Book you have ever read, Could not put the 

book down, Was Super interesting, and would tell a friend that they 

must read this book in order to fully understand why it is so amazing!  

 

 


