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7th Grade Summer Reading and Assignments  
 

Students will read 3 novels total. Two novels are must reads and one choice 

novel from the list below. Students will complete three assignments: 

Assignments:  

• For Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans: students 

will complete a take home exam that will be handed in the first week of 

school. 

• For Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell: students will complete a 

worksheet including 5 questions that require a one paragraph response. 

• For the Choice novel: Students will complete a book report. Rubric is 

attached in the following page. 

 

MUST READ Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell (1000L) 

MUST READ Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans 

(HL500) 

Choices: 

• The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt (990) 

• The Secret Garden by Burnett, Frances H. (970) 

• Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson* (990) 

•  The Blind Side by Michael Lewis *(980) 

• Sword of the Rightful King by Jane Briar Rose Yolen (1010) 

•  Rosa Parks: My Story by Rosa Parks* (970) 

• Adrift * Steven Callahan (990) 

• Chinese Cinderella: True Story of an Unwanted Daughter* by Adeline Yen 

Mah (960) 

• Protector of the Small by Tamora Pierce (760) 

https://www.booksource.com/Products/Blind-Side--The__0393330478.aspx?FromSearch=True


• Bomb: The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s Most Dangerous 

Weapon* by Steve Sheinkin (920) 

• You Bring the Distant Near by  Mitali Perkins (720) 

• Soul Surfer by Bethany Hamilton (960L) 

• The Nine Lives of Jacob Tibbs by Cylin Busby (1020) 

• Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card (780) 

• Bud Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis *( 

 
 

7th Grade Assignment #1 
Michael Vey: Prisoner of Cell 

Block 25 Take-Home Test 

    

 
Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer for each question.  

 

1.   What disease does Michael have that makes him blink and swallow a lot? 

A. Cancer 

B. Autism 

C. Tourette’s Syndrome 

D. Asthma 

 

2.  What did Michael’s mom give him as an early birthday gift? 

A. A skateboard 

B. His father’s watch 

C. Concert tickets 

D. Money 

 

3. What does Michael do to try and hide his tics from his classmates? 

A. Goes to the bathroom 

B. Drops his pencil in the floor 

C. Puts his hoodie over his head 

D. Pretends he is asleep 

 

 

 



4. Where is Michael originally born? 

A. Idaho 

B. California 

C. Arizona 

D. Colorado 

 

5.  Why did Michael think they were never going to escape and that they were 

going to die? 

A. His mom had died 

B. All of his friends had left him 

C. He had lost his powers 

D. Tara was controlling his mind 

  

6. How many electric children are left at the academy, including Taylor and 

Michael? 

A. 12 

B. 25   

C. 7 

D. 2 

 

7. What food do the children eat that is high in potassium and makes them 

stronger? 

A. steak  

B. apples  

C. bananas 

D. spinach 

 

8. What did Michael’s mom always keep in her pantry for Ostin to eat? 

A. Oreos  

B. crackers  

C. Snickers 

D. licorice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matching: Pick the description that best describes the character listed. 

 

15. Ostin ___________   a. able to shoot electricity like lightning 

16. Taylor __________   b. drove Michael to Pasadena 

17. Michael _________  c. was able to absorb electric energy and get stronger              

18. Tara ____________   d. takes clogging lessons after school 

19. Nichelle_________   e. Taylor’s sister 

20. Zeus ____________   f. electric vampire 

21. Jack ____________   g. the teacher who was rebooted 

22. Abigal __________   h. can take pain away 

23. Mr. Dalstorm ____   i. reboots people 

24. Mr. Poulsen _____   j. the principal 

25. Hatch __________   k. an evil doctor 

 

 

Short Answer: Answer each question to the best of your ability in the space 

provided. 

 

26. Describe what Taylor does when she “reboots someone”. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What event did Taylor witness that showed her Michael had “powers”? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

28.  Describe how Taylor disappeared and tell what her parents think happened to 

her. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

29.  Why did Michael compare himself to a “neon sign”? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 



30.  Why did Ostin say his mom “wasn’t the brightest crayon in the box”? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. How does Michael defeat Nichelle and what do they do with her after she is 

defeated and why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

32.  What do the children with electric powers have in common about their birth? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
  

   

 

 

7th Grade Assignment #2 

Island of the Blue Dolphins 

Discussion Questions 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students must complete all five discussion questions. All answers must be a 

MINIMUM of 5 sentences long in order to receive credit. Answers can be 

typed or handwritten.   

  

1. Describe Karana's relationship with Mon-a-nee. How does this 

relationship change Karana's behavior?  Use a quote from the novel to 

support your answer and include page numbers. 

 



____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

2. Do Captain Orlov and Chief Chowig communicate effectively? Why or 

why not? Explain what you believe to be effective communication is and 

ineffective communication is. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Look at the following quote to best answer the following question: 

“As I lay there I wondered what would happen to me if I went against the law of our 

tribe which forbade the making of weapons by women – if I did not think of it at all 

and made those things which I must have to protect myself. Would the four winds 

blow in from the four directions of the world and smother me as I made the weapons? 



Or would the earth tremble, as many said, and bury me beneath its falling rocks? Or, 

as other said, would the sea rise over the islands in a terrible flood? Would the 

weapons break in my hands at the moment when my life was in danger, which is 

what my father had said?” (Chapter 9) 

The Question is: What do you think of the images Karana uses to describe 

what will happen if she breaks the law forbidding women to make weapons? 

Why are they related to nature? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. 

Karana goes through various stages of loneliness during her time on Ghalas-

at. Discuss each of these. What is different about each of these stages? What is 

the same? What conclusions can you draw from these similarities and 

differences?  

Use a quote from the novel to support your answer and include page numbers. 



______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. What do the dolphins symbolize? Describe Karana feelings towards the 

dolphins and explain what you believe the dolphins to symbolize to her and 

her tribe. 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



7th Grade Assignment #3 

Students will complete a full book report on their choice novel from the list 

above. Must be in Times New Roman Font, size 12 font, and double spaced.  

 

BOOK REPORT SHOULD LOOK EXACTLY LIKE THIS EXAMPLE 

 

Your Full Name 

Ms.Barruffe 

Your Grade and ILA 

The Date it is Due 

Title of Book (Italized)  

Authors Full Name 

Setting: Time period it takes place and where it takes place. Example: New Jersey, 

2020 

Main Characters: Who the book is narrated by, about, or who else is involved 

with the main character. Who is the protagonist and the antagonist? Example: Jerry 

Smith, Lacey Adams, and Cara Books 

Summary of Plot: What is the main idea of this story? There are five portions to a 

plot: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution. One sentence 

for each portion of the plot will be enough for the summary. Example: 

(Exposition) Jerry, Lacey and Cara all get put together for an English project. 

(Rising Action) Cara does not have her own computer at home which will make it 

hard to do her part of the project at home. Cara, Jerry and Lacey decide to work on 

the project at school so everyone is able to do their part. (Climax) The Students try 

to stay after school but realize they forgot to ask a teacher to supervise them in the 

computer room! (Falling Action) Luckily, The three students found a teacher who 

was staying after school to fix up her classroom, so they were able to work on their 

project. (Resolution) Jerry, Cara and Lacey were able to finish their project and 

hand it in the following week! 

 



 Five Star Rating: You place a photo of the number of stars you think the novel 

deserves and why! Example: This book gets a three star rating because while I 

liked the characters, I was hoping the plot would have more action. (Minimum two 

sentences, maximum a paragraph). 

a. 1 Star: Terrible, Did not like at all, and would not recommend to your 

enemy. 

b. 2 Stars: Alright, was able to get through the book, and would not   

recommend to a friend 

c. 3 Stars: Okay, would like the book better if something was changed, 

and would tell a friend to look into reading the book 

d. 4 Stars: Great, Great book to read, found the book interesting, 

and would highly recommend to a friend 

e. 5 Stars: Awesome, Best Book you have ever read, Could not put the 

book down, Was Super interesting, and would tell a friend that they 

must read this book in order to fully understand why it is so amazing!  

 


