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6th Grade Summer Reading and Assignments 
2020-2021 

 
Students must read 3 novels total. Two must reads and one choice. 
Students will complete three assignments: 
 
Assignments:  

• For Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly: students will complete 
a take home exam that will be handed in the first week of 
school. 

• For Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson: students will 
create an artistic representation of one chapter in the novel. 
Rubric attached below. 

• For the Choice novel: Students will complete a book report. 
Rubric is attached on following page. 

 
MUST READ Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson (810) 

MUST READ Hello, Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly (690) 

Choice: 

• Rules by Cynthia Lord (780) 
• Maniac McGee by Jerry Spinelli (820) 
• A Babysitter's Guide to Monster Hunting #1 (Babysitter's Guide 

to Monsters) by Joe Ballarini (680) 



• The Great Greene Heist by Varian Johnson (660)  
• Z for Zachariah by Robert C. O'Brien (820) 
• The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P Figg by Rodman 

Philbrick (950) 
• Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan (750) 
• The Girl Who Drank the Moon  by Kelly Barnhill (640) 
• Rocket Boys: A Memoir* by Homer Hickman(900) 
• Paperboy by Vince Vawter (940) 
• The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane (900) 
• Under the Egg by Laura Marx Fitzgerald (790) 
• The Fifth of March; Hang a Thousand Trees with Ribbons by     

Ann Rinaldi(560) 
• Tangerine by Edward Bloor (680) 
• Front Desk by Kelly Yang (640) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



6th Grade Assignment #1 
Hello Universe Take-Home Test 

 
 
 

Fill in the Blank: Write the best word to finish each sentence. 
 
1._______________ possesses the most knowledge about snakes. 
 
2.In Chapter 11, Lola tells Virgil that she believes in ___________________. 
 
3. Chet tosses___________________ in the well. 
 
4. ___________ is the nickname Virgil's parents gave him. 
 
5.. The first place the girls go when they begin their search for Virgil is 
____________________. 
 

Multiple Choice: Choose the best answer for each question. 
 
1.In Chapter 25, whom does Virgil fear?  
A.  Kaori. 
B.  Ruby. 
C.  Gen. 
D.  Pah. 
 
2. Who is the tiger on Elm Street?  
A.  Chet. 
B.  Valencia. 
C.  Lola. 
D.  Kaori. 
 
3. Virgil is closest to which member of his family?  
A.  His father. 
B.  His grandmother. 
C.  His brothers. 
D.  His mother. 
 



4. In Chapter 20, Virgil thinks his parents would be proud of him for what reason? 
A.  He is no longer quiet. 
B. He no longer goes to the resource room. 
C.  He now knows his multiplication tables. 
D.  He is willing to play sports. 
 
5. In Chapter 17, what does Virgil yell when he finds that he is trapped in the 
well?  
A. Hello. 
B.  Help me please. 
C.  Is anyone there? 
D.  Help. 
 
6. What does Kaori want to do with Valencia? 
A.  Go on a nature hunt with her. 
B.  Play a video game with her. 
C.  Study with her. 
D.  Make her a partner. 
 
7. What is Chet looking for in the woods?  
A.  A snake. 
B.  A dog. 
C.  A guinea pig. 
D.  A hamster. 
 
8. What is Kaori's second interpretation of Valencia's dream?  
A.  Valencia does not like snakes. 
B.  Valencia does not trust anyone. 
C.  Valencia is afraid of being alone. 
D.  Valencia likes being alone. 
 
9. What does Chet's father think about Chet's chances of getting on the basketball 
team?  
A.  He is sure he will make it. 
B.  He thinks that he may not make it this year, but he will next year. 
C.  He thinks that he will make it with a little more practice. 
D.  He thinks that he will not make it. 
 
 
 



 
10. Whose voice helps Virgil while he is in the well? 
A.  Pah's. 
B.  Ruby's. 
C.  Lola's. 
D.  His mother's. 
 

11. Valencia has which physical disability? 
A.  She is deaf. 
B.  She cannot talk. 
C.  She is blind. 
D.  She is paralyzed. 
 
12. What does Virgil do when he sees Valencia and Chet at the Super Saver?  
A.  He talks to Valencia, but ignores Chet. 
B.  He talks to both Chet and Valencia. 
C.  He talks to Chet, but ignores Valencia. 
D.  He hides. 
 
13. What is Kaori's second interpretation of Valencia's dream?  
A.  Valencia is afraid of being alone. 
B.  Valencia does not like snakes. 
C.  Valencia does not trust anyone. 
D.  Valencia likes being alone. 
 
14. What item plays a pivotal role in Virgil's rescue?  
A.  Sacred's bowl. 
B.  Chet's basketball. 
C.  Gen's jump rope. 
D.  A baseball bat. 
 
15. Why does Valencia know a lot about snakes? 
A.  She wants to become a veterinarian. 
B.  She is afraid of them. 
C.  Kaori is afraid of them. 
D.  Roberta, her ex-best friend, is afraid of them. 
 
 
 



 
16. What does Virgil say to Valencia at the end of the narrative? 
A.  I owe you. 
B.  Hello. 
C.  I hope you will be my friend. 
D.  Thank you. 
 
17. What does Virgil do when he sees Valencia and Chet at the Super Saver? 
A.  He talks to Chet, but ignores Valencia. 
B.  He hides. 
C.  He talks to Valencia, but ignores Chet. 
D.  He talks to both Chet and Valencia. 
 
18. What is Chet looking for in the woods?  
A.  A snake. 
B.  A guinea pig. 
C.  A dog. 
D.  A hamster. 
 
19. What does Chet think that Valencia is doing when he sees her in the woods? 
A.  Looking for Sacred. 
B.  Looking for Virgil. 
C.  Looking for a snake. 
D.  Something bad. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Long Answer: Answers must be MINIMUM 5 sentences long 
 

1. What three promises did Virgil make to himself while he was in his 
predicament, and how did he address those three issues near the end of the 
story? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
2.  Describe Virgil’s personality. When he describes the rest of his family, he 
says he feels “like unbuttered toast standing next to them” (chapter 1). What does 
he mean by that?  
 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 



6th Grade Assignment #2 
Bridge to Terabithia Project 

 
During our summer break you will be creating a chapter poster of 

your favorite chapter in the novel we just read Bridge to Terabithia by 
Katherine Patterson. I would like you to bring this chapter to life by using 
you creative skills to make this chapter come alive. This poster should be 
dazzling, eye-catching, and very detailed! 
 
Your Poster must include: 
 

• Regular sized poster board. Basic, standard poster board is 22 
inches high, 28 inches wide, and it may be glossier on one side 
than the other. 
 

• The title of the book, the name of the author, the chapter number, 
and name of the chapter must be written or typed neatly on the 
poster. 
 

• Your name must be written on the back. 
 

• On your poster there should be a quotation from the chapter you 
are creating. This should be typed in any font and any size of your 
choice. This is what you are using to represent your chapter. 

 
• Design must be original and unique and not look like the movie. 

 
• There will be 5 categories in which the poster will be grad 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Poster Grading Rubric  
 

Category Excellent  
10pts Max 

Good 
8.5pts Max 

Average 
7pts Max  

Poor 
6pts Max 

Quality of 
Construction 

The poster shows 
considerable attention 
to construction. The 
items are neatly 
trimmed. All items are 
carefully and securely 
attached to the 
backing. There are no 
stray marks, smudges 
or glue stains.  

The poster shows 
attention to 
construction. The 
items are  mostly 
trimmed. All items are 
carefully and securely 
attached to the 
backing. A few barely 
noticeable stray 
marks, smudges or 
glue stains are 
present.  

The poster shows 
some attention to 
construction. Some 
items are neatly 
trimmed. All items 
are mostly securely 
attached to the 
backing. A few 
noticeable stray 
marks, smudges or 
glue stains are 
present. 

The poster was put 
together sloppily. 
Items appear to be 
just "slapped on". 
Pieces may be loose 
or hanging over the 
edges. Smudges, 
stains, rips, uneven 
edges, and/or stray 
marks are evident.  

Creativity Several of the objects 
used in the poster 
reflect an exceptional 
degree of student 
creativity in their 
creation and/or 
display 

One or two of the 
objects used in the 
poster reflect student 
creativity in their 
creation and/or 
display 

One or two objects 
were made or 
customized by the 
student, but the ideas 
were typical rather 
than creative (.e.g, 
apply the emboss 
filter to a drawing in 
Photoshop).  

The student did not 
make or customize 
any of the items on 
the poster. 

Required 
Elements 

The poster includes all 
required elements as 
well as additional 
information. 

All but 1 of the 
required elements are 
included in the poster. 

All but 2 of the 
required elements are 
included in the poster. 

Several required 
elements were 
missing. 

Attractiveness The poster is 
exceptionally 
attractive in terms of 
design, layout, and 
neatness. 

The poster is attractive 
in terms of design, 
layout and neatness. 

The poster is 
acceptably attractive 
though it may be a bit 
messy. 

The poster is 
distractingly messy 
or very poorly 
designed. It is not 
attractive. 

Grammar and 
Spelling  

No spelling or 
grammar errors at all. 

One spelling or one 
grammar error. 

Two spelling or 
grammar errors. 

More than three 
spelling or grammar 
errors. 

 
Score_______/50 
 

 
 
 



6th Grade Assignment #3 
 

Students will complete a full book report on their choice novel from the list 
above. Must be in Times New Roman Font, size 12 font, and double spaced.  

BOOK REPORT SHOULD LOOK EXACTLY LIKE THIS EXAMPLE 
 
Your Full Name 

Ms.Barruffe 

Your Grade and ILA 

The Date it is Due 

Title of Book (Italized)  

Authors Full Name 

Setting: Time period it takes place and where it takes place. Example: New Jersey, 
2020 

Main Characters: Who the book is narrated by, about, or who else is involved 
with the main character. Who is the protagonist and the antagonist? Example: Jerry 
Smith, Lacey Adams, and Cara Books 

Summary of Plot: What is the main idea of this story? There are five portions to a 
plot: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution. One sentence 
for each portion of the plot will be enough for the summary. Example: 
(Exposition) Jerry, Lacey and Cara all get put together for an English project. 
(Rising Action) Cara does not have her own computer at home which will make it 
hard to do her part of the project at home. Cara, Jerry and Lacey decide to work on 
the project at school so everyone is able to do their part. (Climax) The Students try 
to stay after school but realize they forgot to ask a teacher to supervise them in the 
computer room! (Falling Action) Luckily, The three students found a teacher who 
was staying after school to fix up her classroom, so they were able to work on their 
project. (Resolution) Jerry, Cara and Lacey were able to finish their project and 
hand it in the following week! 

 

 



 Five Star Rating: You place a photo of the number of stars you think the novel 
deserves and why! Example: This book gets a three star rating because while I 
liked the characters, I was hoping the plot would have more action. (Minimum two 
sentences, maximum a paragraph). 

1 Star: Terrible, Did not like at all , and would not recommend to your 
enemy. 

2 Stars: Alright, was able to get through the book, and would not 
recommend to a friend 

3 Stars: Okay, would like the book better if something was changed, and 
would tell a friend to look into reading the book 

4 Stars: Great, Great book to read, found the book interesting, and  would 
highly recommend to a friend 

5 Stars: Awesome, Best Book you have ever read, Could not put the book down, 
Was Super interesting, and would tell a friend that they must read this book in 
order to fully understand why it is so amazing!  
 


